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What motivated you to become a  
denturist? And what do you love about 
your profession? 
“My grandfather and my father were also 
denturists. I saw that our profession allows 
us to give people back their smiles and self-
esteem, enabling them to participate in the 
social happenings around them. The field 
of dental technology and working with 
various materials fascinated me from the 
beginning. However, I always found the lack 
of direct contact with patients disappoint-
ing. With the training as a denturist, I was 
able to combine both. The best part of my 
job is when patients reach out to me after 
their treatment with new prosthetics to 
express their gratitude. It gives me a feeling 
every time that I have chosen the right 
profession.”

How do the demands and challenges  
differ between working in a private 
practice and as chief denturist officer 
of the Zurich Canton (Kantonszahn­
prothetiker)? 
“In my role as CDO, which is a Consultant 
Denturist for the Health authorithies, 
I receive cost estimates from various 
social services and municipalities. I review 
these cost estimates, which are written by 
denturist colleagues. I need to understand 

their treatment proposals and verify the 
accuracy of their cost estimates. I also parti-
cipate in exchanges with the various health 
departments of the cantons.”

What are the biggest challenges you 
experience in your role as a CDO? 
“My biggest challenge is to discuss and 
sometimes correct the cost estimates and 
treatments of my denturist colleagues in 
a collegial but also decisive manner. Often, 
documents are missing that would enable 
me to understand their treatment 
proposals, which I request from them 
afterwards.”

Read more on page 2

Dear colleagues, 
friends and 
supporters of 
the International 
Federation of Den-
turists. It is with 
great pleasure 

that I welcome you to this new edition 
of the Global Voice of Denturism.

Thirty-four years ago, I took my first 
steps into the world of denturists.  
Almost immediately, I joined the  
Flemish Association of Denturists.  
After a few years, I became its president. 
A few years later, together with some 
Walloon colleagues, I stood at the 
cradle of the national Belgian associ-
ation. Since late last year, a new team 
has taken over with a new name, a new 
president and plenty of enthusiasm.  
I wish them every success.

During my presidency, we re-established 
ties with the IFD. Belgium became a 
member of the international federation 
once again. Not much later, I joined the 
board. When Urban became president, 
I was given the opportunity to support 
him as vice-president. Marc Simons 
served as the secretary of the Flemish 
Union. We always stayed in touch and, 
being well aware of his qualities, I was 
able to convince him—after quite some 
effort—to become CEO of the IFD. 
Together with Jenine, Michael and John, 
we form a strong team. The IFD is more 
active than ever before.

It is a privilege to be part of this 
group, to help promote our wonderful 
profession and to become friends with 
like-minded colleagues from all over 
the world. 

Matthias Luypaert
Vice President Europe
International Federation of Denturists

Daniel Bucher is world’s first-ever ‘chief denturist officer’. Last year he was 
appointed in Switzerland. “I believe that denturists will continue to hold a 
strong, perhaps even greater, significance in the future.”

Important!
Don’t forget to sign up for 
Global Voice of Denturism. 
Receive the newsletter twice 
a year directly and for free in 
your mailbox. Register via: 
ifdenturists@gmail.com.
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How do you manage the balance  
between your practice activities and your 
duties as a CDO? 
“I usually review the cost estimates in the 
evenings or on weekends at the expense of 
my free time.”

What role does education play in your 
work, both in practice and in your  
function as a CDO? 
“I believe that providing good and accurate 
information to patients is one of the most 
important tasks of the practitioner in the 
practice. As a CDO, I try to continuously 
bring the fundamentals of social dentistry 
closer to my colleagues through events. It 
is essential that detailed descriptions and 
documentation of the planned treatment 
are available for the evaluator (CDO). An 
evaluator can only form a picture of the 
existing situation based on the submitted 
documents.”

What current trends or developments 
in dental prosthetics are you observing 
with particular interest? 
“The incorporation of digitalization into 
everyday life is rapidly advancing for us 
denturists and dental technicians as well. 
Those who miss the connection will surely 
face problems in the future.”

How have modern technologies changed 
daily life in the practice?
“Programs for managing patient records 
and billing with recall reminders have 
greatly facilitated my daily routine. When 
working as a dental technician on behalf 
of dentists, one can no longer avoid milling 
and 3D printing nowadays. Scanning and all 
digital treatments are now part of everyday 
life also in a denturist clinic.”

Are there specific changes and trends 
you observe among patients and their 
treatments that you believe will gain 
significance in the future? 
“Nowadays, patients come with a much 
clearer idea of their denture treatment. 
However, whether these ideas are always 
feasible is often questionable. The most 
important thing in dealing with patients is 
to have a precise record and discussion of 
possibilities. Only a well-informed patient 

can collaborate with me to choose the right 
solution for them.”

How do you see the future of denturism 
regarding prevention and technology?
“I believe that denturists will continue to 
hold a strong, perhaps even greater, signi-
ficance in the future. Many can or want to 
no longer afford fixed work. Despite what 
I believe are good preventive efforts in 
primary schools, dental health is declining. 
Reasons include poor nutrition, fast food 
and the constant consumption of sugary 
drinks. Dental prosthetics will increasingly 
move towards digital solutions, just like 
dental technology in general. However, as 
a denturist, I believe I have the significant 
advantage of being able to decide how far 
I want to embrace digital treatment  
methods compared to a dental laboratory.”

Was there a patient success or experien­
ce in your career that you are particularly 
proud of? 
“I have had many beautiful experiences 
with patients who have written to me or 
come back to tell me how happy they are 
that they can participate in social life again 
with their new dentures. They no longer 
have to hide their smiles and can go out to 
eat again. I have also had several succes-
ses with snoring guards; for example, one 
patient wrote that after over ten years, he 
could finally sleep in the same room with 
his wife again.”

The Moroccan Association of 
Denturists has announced a 
significant judicial achievement, 
representing a turning point in 
the recognition of the profession 
within the national healthcare 
system. 

For years, denturists have faced con-
stant legal pressure due to repeated 
complaints filed by certain professional 
bodies, accusing them of imperso-
nating dentists or impersonating a 
physician. According to professionals in 
the field, these legal actions were often 
used as a means of pressure to portray 
the profession as unregulated and 
illegal, with practitioners facing risks 
of imprisonment or closure of their 
workplaces.

However, a major development has 
recently emerged: Three court rulings 
in favor of members of the Moroccan 
association, all of which resulted in 
acquittals from charges of impersona-
ting a dentist or unlawfully practicing 
dentistry. This marks an important 
precedent that reinforces the legal 
standing of denturists.

More importantly, the courts did not 
limit their decisions to acquittals. In 
the reasoning behind their rulings, 
they explicitly recognized the pro-
fession of denturist as a paramedical 
profession. Furthermore, Moroccan 
courts acknowledged that possessing 
equipment such as a dental chair or a 
waiting area for clients falls within the 
normal scope of a denturist’s professi-
onal practice and does not constitute 
illegal activity. This shift in judicial 
perspective represents, according to 
the Moroccan Association, the first 
practical legal recognition of the pro-
fession in Morocco. 

Victory in 
Morocco
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Daniel Bucher (left) and Urban  
Christen-Méndez, President IFD
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Memorable AGM 

Michael Vout receives award

The AGM provided an opportunity to 
review the achievements of the past year, 
discuss strategic priorities for the future 
and strengthen collaboration between 
member countries. 

75th Anniversary
This year’s gathering was hosted alongside 
the Denturist Association of Canada (DAC) 
and the Denturist Association of British 
Columbia (DABC), which celebrated an  
impressive milestone: its 75th Anniversary. 
The event brought together delegates, 
observers, colleagues and industry partners 

Michael Vout, delegate for The Denturist Association of Canada to IFD, has received 
the Pieter Brouwer Award of Merit during the DABC 75th Anniversary Gala. 

Michael was selected for this prestigious honour in recognition of his many years 
of dedication, leadership and service to the profession. Throughout his career, he 
has been a strong advocate for denturists, contributing significantly to professional 
development, education and the advancement of patient care. His dedication and 
commitment continue to inspire denturists both in Canada and internationally.

The Pieter Brouwer Award of Merit is one of the highest distinctions bestowed by the 
IFD and recognizes individuals who have made an exceptional contribution to the 
advancement of the denturist profession and to the promotion of denturism at both 
national and international levels.

from around the world for a week of mee
tings, professional exchange and friendship.
The celebration of the 75th Anniversary of 
the DABC was a special highlight of the 
week. Founded in 1951, the DABC has played 
a pioneering role in the development and 

recognition of the denturist profession in 
Canada and continues to be an example of 
professional leadership and dedication. 
During the celebrations, the IFD had the 
honor of presenting the DABC with a 
commemorative award in recognition of its 
75 years of service to the profession and its 
contribution to denturism both nationally 
and internationally.

Appreciation
The IFD also expressed its sincere appreci-
ation to Alex Nicholson, Senior Executive 
Secretary of the DABC, and Rana Schwen-
ning, Executive Secretary of the DABC, for 
their outstanding organization, hospitality 
and support throughout the week. Their 
commitment, together with the efforts of 
the entire organizing committee, ensured a 
highly successful and memorable event.

International cooperation
In addition to the AGM proceedings, 
participants were able to attend the DABC 
Convention and Trade Show, providing 
valuable opportunities to discover new 
technologies, exchange ideas with collea-
gues and connect with industry partners. 
The event further demonstrated the 
importance of international cooperation in 
advancing patient care and strengthening 
the profession.

The AGM fully embodied the spirit of the 
IFD: supporting the growth of denturism 
worldwide and strengthening the connec
tions between our member organizations. 

Front row, from left to right: Treasurer John Salomone Reynaud (Malta), President Urban  
Christen-Méndez (Switzerland), Delegate Tapani Korkeala (Finland), Vice President Australia 
Jenine Bradburn (Australia) and Delegate Paul Levasseur (St. Kitts & Nevis). Back row, from left 
to right: Delegate Jaro Wojcicki (Canada) , Chief Executive Marc Simons (Belgium), Delegate Tad 
Burzynski (United States), Vice President North America  Michael C. Vout (Canada), Vice President 
Europe Matthias Luypaert (Belgium), Delegate Colum Sower (Ireland), Delegate Toine Klaassen 
(The Netherlands) and Education Chair Jamshid Zehtab-Jadid (Canada).

The 2026 Annual General Meeting 
in Victoria, British Columbia,  
Canada, was useful, enjoyable and 
successful. Between May 24 and 30, 
IFD-delegates have exchanged  
experiences on education, regu-
lation, professional development 
and the continued advancement of 
denturism worldwide.

Michael Vout, delegate for The Denturist Association of Canada to IFD, 
has received the Pieter Brouwer Award of Merit during the DABC 75th 
Anniversary Gala.

Michael Vout (second from left) receives the Pieter Brouwer Award of Merit from Urban 
Christen-Méndez, President of the IFD.



He proposed positioning the posterior 
teeth so that they are slightly inclined 
toward the lingual side. Lingual positi-
oning helps to improve the retention 
of complete dentures by enabling a 
better fit, which ensures greater stability 
during function. To this end, he redesig-
ned the profile of the posterior teeth 
to optimize the contact relationship 
between the cusps and fossae (‘mortar 
and pestle’).

This technique recommends positioning 
the upper and lower teeth in relation to 
each other, also known as a 1:1 relati-
onship or tooth-to-tooth relationship.
Thanks to a record of the centric 
relationship, the zenith position of the 
condyle in the joint socket is determined 
without compression of the disc and 
transmitted to the largest masticatory 
unit, thereby preventing displacement 
of the prosthesis and reducing stress on 
the soft tissue.

Prof. Dr. Gerber’s philosophy is comple-
mented by an articulator that integrates 
the principles of the inverted cone and 
allows the lower jaw to perform all  
movements freely and naturally.

Of course, before implementing this type 
of setup, a careful clinical assessment is 
essential, considering the morphology 
of the dental arches and the functional 
needs of each patient.

An article by Sabine von Sinner

Conclusion
The lingual setup of posterior teeth propo-
sed by Prof. Dr. Gerber is an approach that 
aims to optimize the function, aesthetics 
and stability of full dentures through 
careful positioning of the teeth. For precise 
and individual implementation, it is recom-
mended to consult a qualified dentist who 
can adapt these concepts to the specific 
needs of the patient.

In which cases should this alignment  
method be chosen? This alignment concept 
is used in patient cases where the  
stability of the lower and upper dentures 
needs to be improved. The tooth-to-tooth 
alignment considers all important aspects 
that promote optimal retention.

If you would like to learn more about this 
positioning technique and the characteriza-
tion of a natural gingiva, or simply refresh 
your knowledge, we offer an intensive, 
practical course tailored for dental profes-
sionals who wish to expand their expertise 
and immediately apply it into practice. This 
Power Week is structured to provide maxi-
mum benefits in the shortest time possible. 

Course date: September 21-25, 2026
Venue: Zurich, Switzerland

Balanced lingual setup according to the  
philosophy of Professor Dr. Gerber

As a pioneer in dental research and teaching, Professor Dr. Albert 
Gerber focused on prosthetic stability and the physiological 
degree of freedom in static and functional occlusion.

CANDULOR AG
Boulevard Lilienthal 8
CH-8152 Glattpark (Opfikon)
Switzerland

Tel. +41 (0)44 805 90 00
Fax +41 (0)44 805 90 90

www.candulor.com
info@candulor.ch

Contact
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and use the code 
“IFDCandent”  

for a 

10% discount!
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A major milestone in France

A humanitarian mission that 
honors the profession

Dutch Magazine

This development is far more than a simple 
administrative formality. It marks the 
creation of a trade union body dedicated to 
defending the activity, representing profes-
sionals and protecting the interests of the 
profession, as is normally the case for any 
organized profession.

At a time when denturism continues to 
move forward in France, the existence of a 
now officially recognized syndicate sends a 

The denturist needs to become more visi-
ble, both to the general public and to other 
oral healthcare providers. With that goal in 
mind, the Organization of Dutch Denturists 
(ONT) has released a magazine and laun-
ched a communication campaign.

This took place during the Week of the Den-
turist (May 26-29), a Dutch tradition, that 
began on International Denturism Day (see 
page 6). The magazine can be read in the 
waiting rooms of denturists and other oral 
healthcare providers.

Eric Bekkers is the owner of IRX, the adverti-
sing and marketing agency that developed 
and is executing the communication cam-
paign. He says: “We want people to know: a 
denturist is an expert in making beautiful 
dentures.” ONT board member Mellanie 
Vonk: “Everyone needs to know that for 
high-quality dentures, you should always go 
to a recognized denturist.”

Greco is a graduate of the training program offered by France Denturiste. Yombi is 
Vice-President of the Syndicat des Denturistes Français, qualified as a dental surgeon 
in Morocco and also a French denturist.

The mission to Madagascar is a reminder that denturism is not limited to technical 
know-how alone. It is also part of a broader mission of social value, serving popu-
lations whose access to care remains more limited. Through this type of action, the 
profession demonstrates its ability to respond to real needs in settings where com-
mitment, competence and adaptability are essential.

The participation of Yombi in this humanitarian mission gives the initiative particular 
significance. It highlights the diversity of professional backgrounds, the international 

dimension of denturism 
and the ability of its 
professionals to engage 
in meaningful action in 
support of the most vul-
nerable populations.
This mission is therefore 
not simply a remarkable 
individual initiative. More 
broadly, it reflects a  
profession in motion,  
capable of combining 
competence, commitment, 
responsibility and human 
value, both in France and 
internationally.

strong signal. It confirms that the professi-
on is entering a new phase of structuring, 
representation and collective support.  
It strengthens its credibility, increases its 
visibility and gives it a clear voice within 
the French landscape.

This is a major step for the future of dentu-
rism in France. The profession is no longer 
advancing only through individual initiati-
ves; it now has a collective framework  

designed to defend practitioners, support 
the development of the activity and help 
shape the future organization of the  
profession.

Photo caption: Laure Greco (left), a person from the 
organization on site, and Mr. Barthélémy Yombi (right). 

Denturism in France has reached a major milestone with the official  
establishment of the Syndicat des Denturistes Français, now identified as  
a professional organization within the French administrative framework.

Beyond technical expertise, denturism also carries a deeply human, 
social and practical purpose. This essential dimension of the profession 
was illustrated by Laure Greco and Mr. Barthélémy Yombi. They took 
part in a humanitarian mission to Madagascar. 



A lingual rehabilitation device for sleep bruxism 

International Denturism Day: great participation 

In light of this observation, and after nearly 
three years of research and testing, SLEEEP 
has acquired a new tool to improve sleep 
quality: the Tongue Re-education Device 
(TRD). Designed to address the root causes 
of bruxism, the TRD represents a major  
advancement in the field of medical devices.
Bruxism is more than just teeth grinding. 
This multifactorial disorder can be linked to 
various imbalances affecting breathing and 
tongue position during sleep. Its reper-
cussions include chronic fatigue, muscle 
pain, premature tooth wear and sleep 
disturbances. Existing solutions, such as 
mouthguards, protect the teeth, but do not 
address the underlying causes.

The DRL: a breakthrough 
The DRL, the French-language name for  
the TRD,  stands out for its innovative 
approach. Rather than simply providing 
passive protection, it acts on the position 

Throughout the month of May, denturists 
organized a wide variety of activities to 
promote the profession and engage with 
their communities. These included open 
house events, free denture consultations, 
oral health awareness campaigns, social 
media initiatives, educational presentations 
and patient outreach programs.

IDD is an initiative of the IFD dedicated to 
raising awareness of the denturist pro-
fession and the important role denturists 
play in improving oral health and quality 

of the tongue. By promoting optimal 
positioning, proprioception, or reflexes, it 
allows for brain retraining during the night. 

of life. The IFD provided member countries 
with a comprehensive promotional toolkit, 
including posters, banners, social media 
graphics, flyers and other communication 
materials, helping organizations around 
the world promote the day in a consistent 
and professional manner.

The DRL actively repositions the tongue in 
the patient’s mouth. The resulting benefits 
include improved nighttime breathing, 
reduced muscle tension for deeper, more 
restorative sleep.
This device fits perfectly into a myofuncti-
onal therapy approach, offering a comple-
mentary solution to traditional treatments. 
SLEEEP has made it a point of honor to 
develop a device that is easy to use, simple 
to maintain and provides optimal comfort 
when worn at night. To date, nearly 150 
patients have tested the DRL. The initial 
feedback is encouraging.
 
Official presentation
With the launch of the DRL, SLEEEP aims to 
transform the management of sleep disor-
ders through nasal breathing, due to the 
correct position of the tongue. The DRL is 
now available and is part of a personalized 
support pathway. 
In 2027, Umberto Rotondi, a denturist, will 
deliver an official presentation on the DRL 
in Paris, France, at the annual IFD meeting.

Umberto Rotondi, President of the Belgian 
Denturists Academy

One of the most encouraging aspects of IDD 
2026 was the strong engagement on social 
media platforms. Denturists from different 
continents shared photographs, patient suc-
cess stories, educational messages and pro-
fessional achievements, demonstrating the 
global strength and unity of our profession.

Millions of people suffer from sleep disorders, including bruxism, a pheno-
menon that is often misunderstood. Grinding or clenching teeth during  
the night create tension and can lead to serious consequences for sleep 
quality, as well as for oral and muscular health. The entire healthcare  
system is impacted.

This years celebration of Inter-
national Denturism Day (IDD), on 
Tuesday, May 26, saw even greater 
participation from member orga-
nizations, individual practitioners, 
educational institutions and indu
stry partners across the globe than 
the first edition, in 2025.
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Mellanie Vonk, IFD Ambassador from the Netherlands, also opened the doors of her  
practice to interested parties.



Strong collaboration with dentists and dental hygienists 

Historic shift in Finland

The document was presented last year. ONT 
Chair Marnix de Romph says: “The previous 
version of the Care Standard for Dental 
Prosthetic Care dated back to 2018. It was 
primarily written from the perspective of 
the denturists themselves. The starting 
point of the new care standard, however, is 
the patient’s perspective and the care he or 
she requires. Every patient is different and 
requires a tailored approach. Care should 
be organized around the patient, rather 
than expecting the patient to adapt to how 
care itself is organized. This means guiding 
the patient to the right healthcare profes-
sional.”

The decision officially repealed the decree that had long restricted the professional 
scope of denturists. This historic move marks the end of an extensive advocacy 
process. For the profession, this represents a new era of clinical autonomy. Under the 
new regulations, denturists are now authorized to manufacture and fit both acrylic 
and metal-framed partial dentures, as well as implant-retained dentures, without 
a mandatory referral from a dentist. This change signifies a substantial increase in 

professional responsibility and streamlines the care 
pathway for patients.

The reform is expected to foster deeper collaboration 
between denturists, dentists and dental hygienists. By 
elevating the role of denturists within the Finnish oral 
healthcare system, the reform prioritizes patient inte-
rest, accessibility and specialized expertise.

To ensure the highest standards of care, the new rights 
require specific additional training. In a proactive col-
laboration with Savonia University of Applied Sciences, 
the Finnish Association of Denturists has already  
completed two comprehensive training cycles. A total 
of 168 denturists have now been certified under the 
new requirements.

Much closer
An important difference is also that the pro-
fessional associations of dentists and dental 
hygienists were involved in the development 
of the care standard. De Romph explains: 
“The collaboration between the ONT and 
the professional associations of dentists and 
dental hygienists in The Netherlands has 

become much closer in recent years, both 
in daily practice and at the administrative 
level within the Mondzorgalliantie (Oral 
Care Alliance). If you take the patient in 
dental prosthetics as your starting point, as 
we have done in the new standard, collabo-
ration becomes inevitable. The standard is 
therefore a jointly supported and broadly 
endorsed product.”

He continues: “If there are other oral health 
issues, the denturist can refer the patient 
to a dentist or dental hygienist. You should 
not attempt to manage a case yourself if the 
required expertise lies more within another 
discipline. Short lines of communication and 
strong collaboration between the various 
disciplines are therefore essential.”

Competition is unnecessary
In the past, there may have been some 
degree of competition between dentists 
and denturists, but according to De Romph, 
that is no longer the case. In The Nether-
lands, there is a shortage of healthcare 
professionals. Competition is unnecessary. 
Dentists who have an affinity for denturism 
are, of course, free to practice in this area. 
With the Care Standard, the ONT aims to 
contribute to the most efficient possible 
use of available capacity.

In the past, dentists possessed substantial 
knowledge of denturism, but today’s gene-
ral practitioners often lack that expertise. 
Dental students receive progressively less 
instruction in this area. Over the past fifty 
years, denturists have thus assumed an 
indispensable role in the dental landscape, 
according to De Romph.

ONT Chair Marnix de Romph
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Organizing dental prosthetic care in 
collaboration with other healthcare 
professionals, from the patient’s 
perspective. The Care Standard for 
Dental Prosthetic Care exemplifies 
what the Organization of Dutch 
Denturists (ONT) stands for.

Denturists in Finland have the independent right to provide partial 
dentures directly to patients. This landmark decision was made by the 
Finnish Government on November 15, 2025.
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Tapani Korkeala, Chairman 
of the Finnish Association of 
Denturists: “This is a victory 
for both the profession and 
the patients.”
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Cameroon: temporo- 
mandibular disorders 

USA: Stand with 
your profession

“A 23 year-old patient suffering from TMJ 
disorders wanted to have a partial posterior 
lower denture fitted. When impressions 
were taken, his mouth opening range  
appeared to be very limited, and he felt 
pain when the impression tray was inserted 
at the IMJ level (intermuscular junction).  
I realized that he needed to see a dentist 
first, a dentist with whom I work very well: 
Alima Mekongo Landry.

Children’s presents
Before prescribing anything, the dentist 
requested a panoramic dental X-ray of 
patient’s mouth and both TMJs (tem-
poro-mandibular joints). Then he prescribed 
relaxons as medication and for rehabili-
tations sessions small inflatable plastic 
pumpkins. These pumpkins are often given 
to our children during the Christmas holi-
days. Treatment could be started with the 
smallest pumpkins, after which gradually 
the size could be increased in stages as the 
pain in the IMJ decreased.

Refer to a dentist 
My message is: dear colleague-denturists, 
taking impressions from patients with TMJ 
disorders is complex, mainly due to limited 
mouth opening (trismus), pain during 
jaw movement and the risk of triggering 

Denturism in the United States is 
at a defining moment. Across the 
country, the profession is facing 
ongoing legislative pressure, regu-
latory uncertainty and significant 
change within the U.S. healthcare 
system. 

From the National Denturist Associati-
on’s perspective, advocacy, education, 
fiscal responsibility and member value 
are essential—not optional. The NDA 
exists to protect and advance dentu-
rism through active engagement with 
policymakers, strategic leadership and 
professional education. These efforts 
require clarity, resolve and—most im-
portantly—unity among denturists.

One of the most meaningful ways to 
support these efforts is by becoming 
an active member of the National 
Denturist Association. Membership 
strengthens the collective voice of 
denturists, supports advocacy on  
critical legislative and regulatory 
issues and ensures the resources 
needed to protect and advance the 
profession. A strong NDA is built on 
engaged professionals who recognize 
that the future of denturism depends 
on standing together.

As part of its continued commitment 
to education and professional growth, 
the NDA is pleased to share plans 
for its upcoming Annual Conferen-
ce, a cornerstone event for learning, 
collaboration and leadership within 
the U.S. denturist community. The con-
ference brings together practitioners, 
educators, exhibitors and industry 
partners, with opportunities for 
engagement from denturists across 
North America. This year’s conference 
will take place October 7–9, 2026, in 
Las Vegas. Progress does not happen 
in isolation—it happens when den-
turists come together to share ideas, 
align priorities and move forward with 
purpose. 

blockages or spasms. Therefore, use smaller 
impression trays (used in paediatric dentis-
try), articulated models, or digital impressi-
on technics (intra oral scanner) that are less 
invasive. And refer the patient to a dentist 
when it is complicated.” 

For some patients, the denturist must work closely with a dentist before  
he can perform a prosthetic treatment. Emmanuel Mbarga, Cameroon’s  
delegate to the IFD, makes this clear with a case about a man suffering 
from temporo-mandibular disorders (TMJD).
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Emmanuel Mbarga (right) and dentist  
Alima Mekongo Landry 


